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2007 Lifetime Achievement AwardWe are proud to congratulate Professor Eric Davidson,
recipient of the 2007 Developmental Biology–Society for
Developmental Biology Lifetime Achievement Award.
Each year at their annual meeting, the SDB confers the De-
velopmental Biology–Society for Developmental Biology Life-
time Achievement Award to a senior developmental biologist to
recognize the quality of their body of work and its impact on the
field. The award is given to an individual who has contributed
not only excellent research, but to a researcher who has shared
their passion and expertise through teaching and mentoring.
Professor Davidson has published 380 articles to date, has
trained 65 students and postdoctoral fellows, and has been a
discriminating and energetic member of the editorial board for
Development Biology since July, 1995. The many projects in
his laboratory focus on gene regulatory networks in develop-
ment and evolution, primarily using the sea urchin and other
echinoderms as model organisms.doi:10.1016/j.ydbio.2007.08.033He published a seminal piece of work in 1969 predicting that
gene regulatory networks governed early specification in
development. That piece of work is but one of many pioneering
insights contributed by his laboratory over a career that spans
more than 45 years. He served as Director of the Woods Hole
Embryology course three times and participated in that advanced
course for more than 40 years, thereby directly affecting the
careers of more than 1000 Developmental Biologists, many of
whom are now leading scholars in the field of Development.
Professor Davidson is the Norman Chandler Professor of Cell
Biology at the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA.
He is also a Fellow of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, recipient of the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation, and aMember of the National Academy of Sciences.
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